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The first in our new series working through the book of 2 Timothy 
 

 

R1:  Introducing the (w)riter 
 

Most of Paul’s letters are written to churches, but the ‘Pastorals’ (1&2 

Timothy, Titus) and Philemon are to individuals. 
 

2 Timothy is probably written by Paul (not 100% certain).  He is 
writing this letter after the end of Acts when he is imprisoned in 

Rome.  He will be in a wet, cold, dark, chained dungeon on death 

row (2 Tim 1:16; 2:9; 4:6).  Don’t forget that as we look at this 
letter!  These are his final printed words before being beheaded. 

 
 

R2:  Introducing the recipient 
 

Timothy was Paul’s assistant for about 15 years.  He came from 
Lystra with a Jewish believing mother and grandmother when we 

first come across him in Acts 16:1-5 (also 2 Tim 1:5).  He is now the 
leader of the church in Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3). 
 

Paul had led him to Christ (1 Tim 1:2) and Timothy then went with 

him on two of Paul’s long journeys and was with him when Paul was 

under an earlier house arrest in Rome (1 Thess 3:1-; 1 Cor 4:17; 
Acts 20:1-6; Phil 1:1; Col 1:1, etc.) 
 

But he was no Alpha male!  He was young (1 Tim 4:12; 2 Tim 2:22), 

he was sickly (1 Tim 5:23) and he was nervous (2 Tim 1:7). 
 

 

R3:  Introducing the readers 
 

So how should we approach this letter? It is: 

• very practical in its instructions; 

• very moving in its tone; 

• very relevant to us today because … 
 

… it’s all about 

• receiving the good news of Jesus Christ; 

• building up a church in that good news; 

• standing out as different from the world. 

Six descriptions of Timothy 
 

He is named 21 times in Acts and the epistles in addition to 
everything in the two letters Paul wrote to him.  Here are six 

words that are used to describe him. 
 

He is NOT described as a bishop or leader (though he led a 
church), nor as a preacher (though some of Paul’s instructions to 

him assume he is), nor as an apostle (which he was not).  BUT in 

much more lowly terms as a: 
 

Disciple 
 

Acts 16:1.  Someone under the discipline of being a follower of 

Jesus Christ.  Are you primarily a church attender, a church 

member or a disciple of Jesus? 
 

Helper 
 

Acts 19:22.  It’s even one of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:28).  

The church needs ordinary people as helpers – and this can be a 

privilege to help God’s kingdom come. 
 

Worker 
 

Rom 16:21; 1 Cor 16:10; Phil 2:22; 1 Thess 3:2.  As disciples we 

are to be workers, seeking to tell others, giving ourselves to the 

work of the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 

Servant 
 

Phil 1:1.  Paul, too, described himself as a slave of Jesus.  Are 

we seeking to serve our Lord, or be the No. 1 ourselves?  Is he 

our Master, our Lord, to be obeyed, to be honoured? 
 

Brother 
 

2 Cor 1:1; Col 1:1; 1 Thess 3:2; Philemon 1; Heb 13:23.  

Christians are one big family with God as our Father.  If we are 

disciples, we are sisters and brothers to each other. 
 

Son (My dear son) 
 

1 Cor 4:17; 1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 1:2.  It seems Paul had led 

Timothy to faith.  Are we seeking to be given sons and daughters 

because we lead others to follow Jesus? 
 

God can do extraordinary things through very ordinary people. 

 
Reminder!  Don’t Holiday in Watford, Stay Behind in Stalbans 


