
A new opportunity to serve our parish 
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Luke 10:25-37 

 

 
The first in our new COVID series 
 

The Bible theme: compassion (+mercy) 
 

NIV has 86 mentions of ‘compassion’ and 150 of ‘mercy’.  

Compassion is an important Bible theme.  Here are just one or two 
references as examples. 

 
 

God is a God of compassion 
 

See Psalm 51:1, Psalm 103:1-5,13,14 and Isaiah 49:13-15 but in 
many other places too. 

 
 

Jesus had compassion for the crowds 
 

See Matthew 9:35-38 amongst several references but note also Luke 

15:20 in his teaching. 

 
 

We have been shown great compassion 
 

See Ephesians 2:4,5 and so we are to show compassion ourselves in 

Colossians 3:12. 
 

But to whom are we to show compassion?  For this we need our 

Bible story in Luke 10:25-37. 
 

 

The Bible story: the Good Samaritan 
 

This is much deeper than the simple Sunday School story we love.   

It is not just about being kind to foreigners.  Note: 
 

• the clever lawyer seeking to trap Jesus; 

• the correct use of Leviticus 19:18 but assumed as a Jewish 

neighbour; 
• Jesus subtly reverses it round to ask who was neighbour to 

the Jew in the ditch; 

• the lawyer is stuck but has to answer, ‘the one who showed 

compassion’; 

• Luke wants to teach that God’s compassion is for all people 
and so our neighbour is anyone in need. 

 
But what about us?  If we are the equivalent of the lawyer, have we 

realised just how challenging this story is – for us Christians?  Are we 

prepared to love and show compassion for anyone in need? 
 

 
 

So how should we serve our parish? 
 

COVID is going to change everything.  There will be much more 
poverty, loneliness and fear than in the past.  So we have a great 

opportunity to put this theme and story into practice. 
 

We are already doing some great stuff: Shack, Big Lunch etc., 

Foodbank, offering prayer, Seniors group.  And we need to 
acknowledge that our human resources are limited (although we 

have a great building to use). 
 

But perhaps we might … 
 

… get in touch with our parish much more by door knocking and 
other means; 

… raise serious money for local initiatives, and so on. 
 

Will the PCC take this challenge seriously?  Will each of us realise the 
part we shall need to play?  Can we be serious about having real 

compassion for all in need?  Or could we be accused of passing by 

on the other side? 
 

Key words:  COMPASSION, NEIGHBOUR 
 

 

For discussion 
 

1 How can we develop real compassion for our parish needs? 

 

2 How can we communicate to the parish that we want to 
serve? 

 
3 What practical actions, given our limited resources, would 

you like to suggest? 

 


