
What does God want of us? 
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2 Timothy 2:20-26 

 

The seventh in our series working through the book of 2 Timothy. 
This is a great end-of-year passage too. 
 
 

 

Paul’s illustration: being ‘special’ 
 

Different household utensils: some are for special purposes, others 

for common use (v20).  He may be contrasting different kinds of 

teacher (looking back to Hymenaeus and Philetus in v17) but this can 
just as well apply to all Christian workers, so all of us. 

 
 

All Christians are special 
 

To understand this passage we need first to appreciate that if we are 
a follower of Jesus Christ, if he is our Saviour and Lord, then we are 

special.  Our sins are forgiven (1 John 1:9), we have the gift of the 
Holy Spirit within us (Ephesians 1:13,14), Jesus is praying for us 

(Romans 8:34), we are part of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 

12:27) and much more.  Whatever your gender, education, job, 
ethnic origin, standing in society, as a disciple of Jesus you are 
SPECIAL to God.  He adores you!  It’s what levels us all within the 
Church, and makes us so very different from those outside. 

 

 

But we must show this ‘being special’ in our lives 
 

This ‘specialness’ is given to us through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  He died for us!  We must now seek to be special 
utensils in practice so that Jesus can use us in special service.  In 

other words, we are to live out what we already are.  Today’s 
passage tells us how. 

 

 

Four things to shun 
 

Strong language is used to describe what we need to do in practice. 
 

• We are to turn away from wickedness (v19) – we have to 

take firm action against sin. 

• We are to cleanse ourselves from common usage, from the 

norms of the world we live within (v21). 

• We are to run away from evil desires, in today’s sexualised 
and angry, bitter, self-centred culture (v22). 

• We are to have nothing to do with stupid arguments that 

waste time and energy (v23). 
 
 

Nine things to pursue 
 

• Righteousness (v22) 

• Faith (v22) 

• Love (v22) 

• Peace (v22) 

• Purity (v22) 

• Kindness (v24) 

• Sound teaching (v24) 

• Not being resentful (v24) 

• Gentle instruction (v25) 
 

This list is rather like the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22,23. 
 

 

Then Jesus can use us for his special service 
 

There are three wonderful privileges of living out our ‘specialness’ (all 

in v21). 
 

• We are consecrated, made holy, set apart. 

• We are useful to the Master – what a quality to be given! 

• We are prepared, all set up for, any good work. 
 

As a special person God has special service prepared for you.  It may 

be in your family, for your children or grand-children, in your 
employment, in your community, in this church. 

 

 

The special challenge for New Year 
 

As disciples, we are already special to God.  Are we prepared to 

accept the challenge to live that out in practice?  If we do Jesus can 
use us in his special service. 
 

If you want a really worthwhile New Year resolution, why not take 

this challenge for your life in 2021?  Be what you are: special!  
Then see what happens. 

 


