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Teacher of the year 
 

Does the name Gary Rayworth mean anything to you?  He has this 
month won the UK Best Teacher of the Year award.  He teaches 

technology and computing at Chorlton High School in Greater 
Manchester.  He won this year’s award for his innovative approach to 

online teaching during lockdowns.  He was described by a colleague 
as ‘inspirational’. 
 

Can you remember specific teachers at school?  The ones I 

remember were enthusiasts for their subject – I can even remember 

one at my nursery school, Mrs Guard.  Like Gary Rayworth she was 
inspirational. 
 

Today’s topic quotes Acts 2:42. They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching.  It links teaching with devotion – so the idea of 
inspiration is there, just as with teachers we remember from school. 

 

There are four key words.  Look at each in (almost) reverse order. 
 

 

1:  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ Teaching 
 

Sounds rather dry and dull: seminar or lecture.  But this is Pentecost!  

In Acts 2, after the Spirit comes, we first get a long evangelistic 
sermon from Peter and immediately afterwards the new believers are 

lapping up … teaching! 
 

In my work some churches tell me they are a ‘teaching church’.  I 

then ask, ‘But are you a learning church?’  It’s not just about the 
teacher, it’s about the learner too.  Gary Rayworth probably won his 

award because his pupils voted for him. 
 

Why do Christians need regular teaching/learning?  One reason is 
that we need instruction as Christ’s disciples = learners.  Another, 

that we live in a world whose values and beliefs run contrary to 

God’s will.  The culture teaches us every day (greed, power, sex) and 
we need corrective teaching to stop us going the way of the world. 

2:  They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching 
  

But this wasn’t any old teaching.  It was Peter in the earlier section: 
v36 Jesus as Lord and Messiah.  Action to take in v38, Repent and be 
baptised for the forgiveness of sins so you may receive the Spirit, 
and v40, Save yourselves from this corrupt generation. 
 

(Example of a sermon I heard a fortnight ago on a recording.) 
 

So are you getting the apostles’  teaching?  That means the NT – 
and therefore the OT too.  You want to be Spirit filled?  Get the Bible 

into you.  2 Corinthians 11:3,4 warn us against false teaching. 
 

Hold us to account.  (Example of Olive Barrand.) 
 

 

3:  They Devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
 

So much for the teaching.  What about the learning? 
 

Devoted is a strong word, a love word, not just mental assent, not 

theological interest.  Gk word is proskertereo: give attention to, 

spend much time together. 
 

How devoted are you to Bible teaching – and so learning?  Would 
you say you are DEVOTED to good Christian teaching?  Are you 

passionate about it?  Do you really LOVE it?  Brought me up sharp 
this week.  2 Cor 11:3 talks about being devoted to Christ, but the 

Bible takes us to him. 
 

 

4:  They devoted Themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
 

This was their response to becoming Christians.  This was the work 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost – you cannot separate teaching from 

this.  The Spirit will lead us to learning from Bible explanation.  It’s a 
personal issue, an ‘Ourselves’ issue. 
 

But what about ME/YOU?  Am I, myself, devoted to the apostles’ 

teaching?  So am I being taught?  Sermons, Bible, good books, 

podcasts….  What have you learned about God in the past month? 
 

What one action might you take to help you, yourself be devoted 
to the apostles’ teaching? 

 
Gary Rayworth may be an inspirational teacher.  But how much more 
does the Holy Spirit inspire through God’s word? 


