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Illustration: going first in cricket, Monopoly, Scrabble, but chess. 
 

We are in a series on covenants which Jeremy explained last week.  
This story today may sound strange.  But covenants were normal 

4,000 years ago.   
  

An OT covenant is a formal partnership between God and his people.  

It is about a relationship through grace.  There may be commitments 
and obligations on both sides but they are personal, unlike a 

contract.  Key feature: God always makes the first move. 
 

 

The Abraham story part 1 
 

Today’s covenant is with Abraham.  Others are with Noah, Israel, 

David, and the New Covenant through Jesus (Heb 9:15). 
 

Chapter 15 focuses on God’s promise of: 

• a son and heir to Abram, even though Sarai, his wife, was it 

seems unable to have children (v4); 

• many nations from that son (‘as the stars in the sky’ v5); 

• a territory this people would inherit (Canaan v7). 
This covenant (v18) is unconditional.  Abram simply trusted (v6). 
 

25 years later (ch 21) son Isaac is born and through him Jacob and 

then the twelve sons making the Tribes of Israel (‘many nations’).  
The land they come into after years in Egypt (predicted here in 

15:13,14) we know as The ‘Promised’ Land.  Gen 15:17-21.   
 

 

The Abraham story part 2 
 

In chapter 17, about 15 years after chapter 15, God repeats the 
many nations (vv4-8), changes Abram’s name, and underlines that 

the promise is for ever.  God always makes the first move. 
 

He asks for Abraham to ‘walk before him’ in holiness (v1) and for all 
males to be circumcised, from birth in future (v10 – this had been a 

mark of puberty in some tribes).  This branding, which may sound 
odd and gory to us today, is a sign of people’s commitment to God. 

Genesis 17 is the Old Testament Pentecost: the birth of a new 
nation.  Verse 8: ‘I will be their God’ and for all time.  It is a personal 
relationship but it has moved now from Abraham (ch 15) to a people. 

 
 

But we are part of this story! 
 

But this story has another level of meaning and this is where you and 
I come in. 
 

First, this covenant points to Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham.  How do we know that?  Because we have Luke 1:72-75 
(you need to read that – also Gal 3:16).  So there is an element in 

the son Isaac of the promise of the Son of God coming to this world. 
 

And the ‘many nations’ are not just the tribes of Israel, but now the 

worldwide church today: Rom 4:11,12; 9:6-8.  We are children of 
Abraham, justified by our faith alone just as he was (Rom 4:3 

quoting Gen 15:6).  So what Christ accomplished on the cross is a 
culmination of God’s covenant with Abraham.  Gal 3:6-22 makes the 

same point, as does in fact James 2:20-24. 
 

When Christ came he made the offer open to all peoples including all 
of us who are not Jewish, and the sign was changed from 

circumcision to baptism.  God always makes the first move. 
 
 

What do we learn from this story? 
 

1 God is so generous – he always makes the first move 

to offers us life in him without condition.  Our salvation is his 
plan, at his personal cost.  It is all of grace. 

 
2 It is for us to respond in trust.  We are to accept the 

offer, believe in Jesus Christ and follow him faithfully. God 
has promised our salvation.  Have you trusted him for this?  

He has made the first move, have you responded?   

 
3 We need to know the OT because it explains the New.  

The OT is not a set of fairy stories but part of God’s 4,000 
year history to bring you and me into his family. Jesus is the 

focus that the covenant points to.  He is the new covenant 

which all the OT covenants lead up to.  As disciples of Jesus 
we are part of the greatest story ever told! 

 


